
 

Last week at my youth group, we took a look at chapter  

24 verse 15 in the Old Testament book of Joshua.  It is  

quite a familiar Bible verse, especially the last part, 

which goes like this: 

 

“As for me and my household, we will serve the 

Lord.” 

It got me thinking about the things that “me and my 

household,” and what has been going on over the last 

year.  I’ve received some great Christmas letters from 

friends and family, and thought maybe it was time to do 

something similar!  I have so many wonderful people in 

my life, like YOU, and I am not always the best at 

keeping everyone in the loop.  

So, here we go!  I am making a nice big loop.  Jump on 

in, and we’ll hop around for a bit together.   
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As for me and my… stuff 
2013 Happenings of Jennifer Jade Kerr 

 

The Basic Update… 

I’m not sure how long it’s been since we chatted, but 

just in case it’s been a while, here’s the basic update.  

Since September 2008, I’ve been living in the lakeside 

city of Kelowna, BC.  I moved out here to work as the 

Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries at First 

Lutheran Church.  It’s a beautiful place, and a great job!  

I get to put two of my life-long loves – Christian 

ministry and music – to work in an awesome 

congregation.  It hasn’t been without its challenges, 

though… the first year was incredibly hard, being so far 

away from friends and family and being surrounded by 

these big mountains that offended my flatlander 

sensibilities.  But I endured, and I’m really glad I did! 

 

Due to some financial hard times at our church, my 

position was scaled back to half-time about two years 

ago.  So, I am currently the Director of Youth 

Ministries. I get to teach confirmation, run youth group, 

mentor volunteers, have lots of after-school coffee dates, 

and this year, I even started a youth worship band.  

Working half-time also allows me to keep up with all 

my music stuff, which is a huge part of my life!  

So, that’s the foundational information.  Now, some 

specifics… 
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Exactly a year ago, I was in the middle of one of my biggest 

adventures of 2013.  I had an amazing opportunity to travel 

to the Dominican Republic, along with a number of other 

Canadian Christian music artists, with the humanitarian 

organization Compassion Canada.  Compassion is a child 

sponsorship organization that seeks to bring children out of 

poverty in Jesus’ name.  They do such incredible work!  I 

have been working with Compassion since 2012, sharing 

about their work during my concerts and encouraging people 

to get involved.  This trip was a chance for me to see their 

work firsthand, hear stories from staff, volunteers, and 

families impacted by Compassion.  I was overwhelmed, and 

encouraged to bring the stories (and pictures) back and share 

them as much as possible! 

 

I also had an incredible time with the other musicians.  From 

our evening jam sessions and highly entertaining travel time 

in the white van to laughing and crying together as we heard 

stories of hope and faith from the Dominican people, I have 

so many memories from our time together!   

If you’d like to see some more about my trip, head on over to 

my YouTube channel and search for “JJK in DR with 

Compassion”.  And if you’d like to sponsor a child and 

change his or her life forever, check out 

www.compassion.ca.  You won’t regret it! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

My Compassion Trip 

Dominican Republic, January 9 – 19, 2013 
 

 

A home visit in Santo Domingo, a very 
photogenic new friend, and the prairie girl 
with her toes in the ocean!  
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In some sad news, in February of 2013 our family said 

goodbye to my great grandmother on my dad’s side, 

Emma Eberhardt.   She was an amazing lady, and was 

healthy and knew exactly what was going on until she 

passed away at age 108.  It’s still so strange to me that 

she’s gone… when I was home for Christmas last week, 

part of me expected to make the short trip from Yellow 

Grass to visit her.  But I will always be grateful for her, 

her strength, courage, humour, love, and good genes!  

She was also a woman of faith, so like 1 Thessalonians 

4:13 says, thanks to Jesus Christ, we do not mourn like 

those with no hope.  I will see Great Grandma again.   

 

A good chunk of the spring of last year was spent with 

my “music hat” on.  April 20th 2013 marked the one year 

anniversary of my second album, “Permission to be 

Broken”, and I love getting out on the road to share 

songs and stories from it and my first CD, “Somehow it 

always does…” from back in 2008.  Both CDs are 

available on iTunes or at CDBaby.com.   

 

 

 

 

I keep hoping my mom is okay with me giving her 

grand-albums instead of grand-children for the time 

being.  She tells me she’s perfectly happy with it, which 

one of many reasons my mom is awesome! 

In April and May, I had the pleasure of doing a nearly 

three-week tour of Alberta and Saskatchewan with a 

talented lady by the name of Kelti Malone.  Her and I 

had a blast travelling and making music together!  We 

were also able to do a short BC tour together in 

September.  Kelti has since gotten really busy with a 

new job, so we’ve put any future tour plans on hold.  But 

I sure hope we can put “the band” back together again 

someday! 
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The summer of 2013 was very full and memorable!  I 

led music at three different vacation Bible schools, 

moved into a new apartment, made a trip to the 

Vancouver Aquarium with my best friend Kim who was 

visiting from Regina, and went on an epic trip with my 

youth group (pictured above).  We fundraised for almost 

two years so we could attend a huge Lutheran youth 

gathering in San Antonio, Texas!  The gathering was 

called LiveLOVE(D), and was all about how to live in 

the light of God’s love and share it with the world 

around us.  It was a great adventure, and I loved sharing 

the experience with such a great group of youth and 

leaders! 

 

In September, my mom came for her annual Kelowna 

visit.  It is such a pleasure to show her around my city!  

Unfortunately the weather was pretty raining and chilly 

this time around, so we spent lots of time relaxing, 

drinking coffee, and setting up my new apartment.  We 

even refinished coffee tables together!    

October and November were very exciting months for 

me, especially in terms of my music career.  My album 

“Permission to be Broken” was nominated for a Western 

Canadian Music Award,      in the Spiritual 

Recording of the Year category.  I was able to attend the 

awards gala in Calgary with the best entourage ever… 

my mom Debbie and sister Holly.  I lost out to the very 

talented Steve Bell, but wasn’t discouraged at all.  It was 

such an honour being included in the category! 

 

I also spent some time in Ontario again this fall.  I 

attended the Compassion Canada 50th Anniversary 

banquet, the Compassion artists retreat, did a short tour 

with the incredible Chelsea Amber (www.chelsea-

amber.com), and attended the 2013 Gospel Music 

Association of Canada leadership retreat.  The last day 

of the trip was extremely eventful… I spent most of the 

day filming for the Vision TV program “God’s Greatest 

Hits”.  Big thanks to Riddle Films for the incredible 

experience!  If you want to watch the first of two 

episodes I will appear in, hit this link: 

http://www.visiontv.ca/shows/angels-we-have-heard-on-

high-a-gods-greatest-hits-christmas/ .  You can also 

watch just the video for “O Come All Ye Faithful” at 

https://vimeo.com/82305369 using the password riddle.  

After the day of filming, I attended the 2013 Covenant 

Awards (for Christian music in Canada) where I was 

nominated for Female Vocalist of the Year.  Still blown 

away by that one!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Onward From Here 

So, those are basically the highlights of my year.  As 

with anyone who is trying to condense a year into a few 

pages, I left a lot out.  A lot of great youth nights, a lot 

of coffee dates with friends, a lot of quiet nights 

crocheting and watching Netflix.  A LOT of nights 

crocheting and watching Netflix, actually.  A girl’s gotta 

wind down somehow, right?? 

 

When my sister Holly was in university, she would ask 

me to write the conclusions to her papers.  She said I had 

a knack for finding the right thoughts and words to bring 

an essay to a close.  I’m beginning to wonder if I’ve lost 

my touch, because I’m having a really hard time closing 

off this newsletter!  So…I’m not going to. 

 

Instead of finishing it off, I’m going to leave it open.  

I’m not going to chop 2013 and 2014 apart.  I am going 

to keep on living the life God has blessed me with, and 

doing the things I love. Things like hanging out with 

people that inspire me, challenge me, and make me 

laugh. Things like writing new songs (because it’s been 

WAY too long since I did that). Things like planning a 

tour to Vancouver Island for late April. Things like… 

    - Jennifer <>< 

    

Summer VBS trip with 

some of my youth 

 

 

Canada Day in Texas… 

 loud and proud! 

 

 

Me and Mom at the  

Myra Canyon Trestles  

 

 

Kelti  Malone and I 

doing a concert 

 

 

Me and some fellow 

Covenant Award 

Nominees 

 

 


